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LE PRESIDENT Berne, le 29 juillet 1947

DE LA CONFEDERATION SUISSE

Monsieur leDr Pierre Visseur,
secrétaire général de la
Conférence internationale pour
combattre 1'antisémitisme,
Hotel Kulm et Sonnenberg,

Sieel i s berg

Monsieur le Secrétaire général,

Vous avez bien voulu, au nom du Conseil international
des chrétiens et juifs, m'inviter & assister & la Conférence
internationale extraordinaire pour combattre 1l'antisémitisme

qui va s'ouvrir le 30 juillet & Seelisterg.

Je suis malheureusement empéché de me rendre & voir

2

@

aimzble invitation et vous prie de m'en excuser. Votre conférence,
n liaison avec les églises, les éducateurs, 1'UNESCO et la
Comnission des droits de 1'homme des Nations Unies, tend & une
meilleure compréhension dans le monde entre chrétiens et juifs,
erxtre races et religions différentes. J'espére gue ses travaux
auront le succés qu'ils méritent; c'est le voeu d'un homme de
tonne volonté, sincérement désireux de voir s'établir sur 1la
erre une harmonie durable, Je vous prie de bien vouloir trans-
metire aux congressistes mon salut,et leur souvhaite la bienvenue

svr le sol de la Suisse.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Secrétaire général,

l'assurance de ma considération la plus d stinguée.

ésident
de la Con ration suisse:



Introduction

in these pages emerged, took place at Seelisberg in

Switzerland at the beginning of August, 1947. Attended
by sixty-five persons from nineteen different countries, this
meeting constituted an important stage in one of the most
significant developments of modern times—the growth of co-
operation between Christians and Jews in the vital task of
combating racial and religious intolerance, by the promotion
of mutual understanding and goodwill, and the encourage-
ment of joint action by Christians and Jews and all men of
goodwill in civic and community service.

THE Conference from which the documents reproduced

THE NEED FOR CO-OPERATION

The need for such co-operation became increasingly obvious
as social and political organizations and groups, in many
countries, sought to advance their objects by stirring up hatred
between different sections of the communities in which they
operated. The National Conference of Christians and Jews in
the United States of America was founded in 1928, at a time
when the Klu Klux Klan was exercising a sinister and divisive
influence in American life. Some years later, a Society of Jews
and Christians was formed in South Africa, as an antidote to
the various racial and religious tensions in that country.

The rapid rise of Nazism in Germany with its tragic exploit-
ation of antisemitism, the influence of which spread to all
parts of the world, led to the establishment of further councils
or organizations of Christians and Jews, notably in Great
Britain, Australia, Canada, and Switzerland.

Perhaps the most significant feature of this now world-wide
movement has been the spontaneity of its development. No
attempt was made by any central organization to promote the
establishment of these various national movements. Each, in
its own way, represents the recognition by leading citizens in
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the different countries that any form of hate movement con-
stitutes a menace, not only to the group against which it is
immediately directed, but to the community as a whole, and a
violation of the fundamental ethical principles of the Judaeo-
Christian tradition upon which so much of all that it best in
our western civilization depends.

THE OXFORD CONFERENCE IN 1046

It was not until the summer of 1946 that a first attempt was
made to bring together, in an International Conference, repre-
sentatives of the already existing organizations of Christians
and Jews. That Conference which assembled at Oxford in
August, 1946, had, as its main purpose, the study and re-
affirmation of the essential rights and obligations of man. This
was summarized under the general heading of Freedom, Fustice
and Responsibility.

One of the Commissions into which the Conference resolved
itself dealt with the general problem of Group Tensions which,
as the opening paragraph of its report declared,

“are aggravated in the post-war world by the general feeling of
insecurity and by fear of attack from totalitarianism in its various
Jorms.  Each of the religious communities represented at the Con-
Serence— Jewish, Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Protestani—has
suffered persecution or restriction of righis in varying degrees in
different parts of the world. Hate is an evil which affects mankind
as a whole. Each group in the Conference must withstand unswerv-
ingly attacks on other groups.”

The second part of the report of this Commission went on to
point out that

“of all the various group tensions, that known as antisemitism
concerns the whole world and calls for special treatment. Recent
history shows that an attack on Fewry is an attack on the funda-
mental principles of Fudaism and Christianity on which our ordered
human society depends. Accordingly it is advisable to deal with
antisemitism as a special case requiring special treatment, though
suggestions for dealing with antisemitism may be applicable to other
types of group tensions.”’



THE PURPOSE OF AN EMERGENCY CONFERENCE

It was natural enough, therefore, that the Commission
should go on, as it did, to recommend first, that an emergency
Conference be convened at as early a date as possible to deal
in particular with the problem of antisemitism and secondly,
that plans be formulated for the setting up of an International
Council of Christians and Jews. Both recommendations
received the unanimous endorsement of the full Conference
and it was in fulfilment of the first that the Conference on
antisemitism assembled at Seelisberg on goth July, 1947.

The purpose of this Emergency Conference—or ““workshop”
as our American colleagues taught us to call it—was defined as
follows:

(a) to study the present extent of the evil of antisemitism
and the contributory factors to its persistence and
growth in post-war Europe;

(b) to formulate plans for immediate and long-range
activity through educational, political, religious and
social institutions both of a national and international
character, for removing the causes, and remedying the
effects of antisemitism.

The membership of the Conference was built up on a
personal and non-representative basis. Every effort was made
to secure the attendance of people who, by reason of their
personal knowledge and experience, were in a position to make
important contributions to the work of the Conference, irres-
spective of their national, religious or political affiliation. It
was clearly understood from the outset, therefore, that the
views expressed or suggestions made by members were to be
interpreted purely as their own personal judgment, and not
as in any sense committing their country of origin, their
religious denominations or any organization with which they
happened to be associated

The list of names printed at the end of this report covers
only those who attended the Conference. It does not include
those of the considerably larger number who were originally
approached and who, for one reason or another, were unable
to accept the invitation to take part. Even so, it will be seen
both from the notes as to the countries of origin and religious
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affiliation, as well as from the distinction of many of the
individual names, just how important and authoritative a
group it was which met at Seelisberg.

Before the Conference assembled on goth July, documentary
surveys of the condition of Jews in the various countries of
Europe had been prepared. These were supplemented during
the opening sessions by the reading of a number of carefully
prepared papers. For reasons of economy, apart from all else,
it has proved impracticable to print all these documents in this
report. A list is appended of those which are available in
duplicated form, and which may be had on application to the
office of the International Council.*

THE WORK OF THE COMMISSIONS

From the evening of the second day the Conference broke
up into a number of commissions to discuss the following
subjects: The principle objective of Jewish-Christian co-
operation in relation to the combating of antisemitism; the
educational task in schools and colleges; the task of the
churches; the contribution of civic and community organiza-
tions; and problems at the level of relations with governments.
It is the reports of these commissions which constitute the
major part of the material published in this report.

Little is needed by way of explanatory comment on the
commission reports except perhaps in relation to the longer of
the two documents produced by Commission 3. Those who
are even remotely familiar with the past history of relations
between the Church and the Synagogue, and with the pre-
judices, fears and suspicions on both sides which still mar the
relations between Jews and Christians, will readily appreciate
the difficulty and delicacy of the task entrusted to this particular
group.

After a first meeting of the full commission, the Christian
members met together in private to consider a first draft of a
document for submission to a further meeting of the group as
a whole. This draft was then subjected to the closest scrutiny
by the Protestant and the Roman Catholic members in
separate meetings. Another joint meeting of the Christian

* International Council of Christians and Jews,
37, Quai Wilson, GENEVA, Switzerland.
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members took place before the draft was submitted to the full
commission which, when it had carefully considered the
importance of the whole subject, agreed to recommend to a
plenary session of the Conference that the full report be
adopted, but not released for publication until it had been
considered by a number of Christian leaders and that, in the
meantime, a shorter statement of the commission’s main
concern be approved for immediate release.

The Conference readily agreed to this procedure; the shorter
document was approved for immediate publication; the longer
one was referred to various ecclesiastical authorities, some of
whom have since indicated points which, in their judgment,
called for further consideration. Those points have been duly
noted, and will be the subject of further study, but in the
meantime, since no objection was made to its publication, the
text of the document is included in this report.

SETTING UP AN INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL

Of the relevance and importance of this and the other com-
mission reports, the reader must be left to judge for himself.
Their value must clearly depend on the extent to which they
can be made effective in application. No one was more con-
scious of this than the members of the Conference themselves.
It was hardly surprising, therefore, that their last corporate
act should be to adopt unanimously a resolution, emphasizing
the urgent need for the utmost despatch in giving effect to the
recommendation of the Oxford Conference, with regard to the
setting up of an International Council of Christians and Jews.
The text of this resolution is printed below on page 22. Itisa
matter of very real satisfaction to be able to report that Dr.
Everett R. Clinchy, the President of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews in the United States, was able to revisit
Europe in the autumn of 1947, and that considerable progress
has already been made in the building of the International
Council.

WHAT HAPPENED AT SEELISBERG

A final word must be added about the meetings at Seelis-
berg. Very few of those who took part in the discussions had
ever previously met each other. Some had known in full
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measure the sufferings and privations of Fascist domination
and antisemitic persecution. Language, always a problem at
any international conference, was even more of a problem at
Seelisberg because of the strong prejudice felt by some members
—a prejudice born of great hardships—against the use of
German in any of the discussions. There were many anxieties,
and not a few problems of personal relations, to be resolved
before the Conference could hope to proceed with maximum
efficiency.

In a word, the group was, as most groups are, a microcosm
of the world from which, for a few days, it had come apart.
But it was an interesting and moving experience to see the
way in which, as the Conference proceeded, the common
concern for the combating of a particularly dangerous form of
hatred and intolerance, and the sense of a common task in
seeking to promote, through educational means, a new spirit
of understanding and co-operation between all men of good-
will who look for the establishment of a true and lasting peace,
had the effect of binding the members together into a living
fellowship of friends and colleagues.

There is a sense in which that fellowship was broken when
the Conference disbanded. There is another and more abiding
sense in which it still remains. It make take a very considerable
time to carry into effect many of the recommendations set out
in the reports printed in the following pages. But the value
and the success of the Conference are not to be assessed in
those terms only. That it met at all is a fact of far-reaching
significance. ~ That its members learned to know and to
respect each other as they did, is an achievement of which the
value cannot be overestimated.



Commission 1

THE PRINCIPLE OBJECTIVES OF

JEWISH-CHRISTIAN CO-OPERATION
IN RELATION TO THE COMBATING
OF ANTISEMITISM

I. Antisemitism is a world-wide problem which we believe
can be solved only by the co-operation of all men without
distinction of race and creed. For the purpose of co-operation
as equal partners in dealing with this problem, Christians and
Jews have joined in this International Emergency Conference
to combat antisemitism. Their co-operation in this matter has
been based upon the complete independence and integrity of
the religious faiths and practices of each religious group. The
common aim has been to combat antisemitism as a sin against
God and against humanity and as a danger to modern civili-
zation—a danger to non-Jew and Jew alike, to the Christian
and to the follower of the Jewish faith.

2. The decision to hold this Emergency Conference was taken
at the International Conference of Christians and Jews held at
Oxford in August, 1946. Its membership has been built up of
specially invited persons from the following countries: Australia,
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France,
Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, Norway, Poland, Rumania, Switzerland and the
United States. Although the invitations were issued on a
purely informal and personal basis, care was taken to ensure
that the interests of all sections of the various Christian com-
munities and of the Jewish community should be unofficially
represented.

3. Whilst the Conference recognizes that the problem of
antisemitism is but one of the many problems of mutual re-
lationships between members of different faiths, creeds and
races which at present trouble mankind, it recognizes also that
antisemitism has become especially dangerous because of its
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exploitation as a political weapon. Its deep-seated causes and
its widespread ramifications demand that those attempting to
deal with this problem should be careful to avoid falling into
the illusion that it can be solved by the application of some
simple panacea.

4. In full realization of the gravity of the problem which
brought the members together at Seelisberg, the Conference
divided itself into a number of working commissions to explore
various aspects of the problem, and their decisions were ap-
proved unanimously by the entire Conference of Roman
Catholics, Protestants and Jews.

5. For Christians, the problem of antisemitism involves the
legacy of many centuries of anti-Jewish prejudice which has
been and is being exploited, and has already led to an un-
paralleled disaster to all of mankind, particularly for European
Jewry. Frank discussions between Catholic, Protestant and
Jewish members of the Conference have resulted in the pro-
duction of a document, which may well serve as a norm,
dealing with the elimination of emphases in Christian religious
teaching which tend unwittingly to encourage or perpetuate
antisemitic attitudes in Christians. This statement will be
submitted to the authorities of the various Churches for con-
sideration, and marks, moreover, a great step forward in
dealing with antisemitism.

6. In dealing with antisemitism, it is necessary to consider
at least two practical issues: (a) the guarantee of equality of
Jews with all other people living in any state in regard to all
political, legal and economic rights, including their freedom to
develop their own religious and cultural life; and (b) the right
of Jews, particularly European Jews, to find homes elsewhere,
including Palestine. These guarantees of equal rights are to be
achieved by means of such appropriate measures as:

(a) the immediate implementation, or enactment and
implementation, of laws restoring, or making com-
pensation for, property taken from Jews;

(b) the economic and social rehabilitation of Jews;
8



(c) immediate measures to counteract antisemitism in
occupied territories and meeting the position arising
from the existence and situation of Jewish displaced
persons in Europe;

(d) making group libel and incitement to religious and
racial hatred, an offence in national and international
law.

7. Other means of combating antisemitism both on a short-
term and a long-term basis were also considered. Long-term
projects which call for careful planning are concerned with
the question of education in the widest sense of the term.
Detailed suggestions with regard to the setting up and operation
of Councils of Christians and Jews in all countries were also
formulated. Great importance was also attached by members
of the Conference to the cultivation of relations with U.N.O.
and its dependent organizations, and particularly with
U.N.E.S.C.0,, 50 as to secure their co-operation and assistance
in the fight to eliminate antisemitism.

8. In view of the world-wide nature of the task, it is manda-
tory that the suggestion of the Oxford Conference of August
1946, to establish an International Council of Christians and
Jews, should be implemented without any delay, and that the
Continuation Committee then appointed should now take
energetic action to organize, and establish in as many countries
as possible, Councils of Christians and Jews linked with the
International Council. The Conference also urged that the
Continuation Committee, pending the full constitution of the
international body, should proceed without delay to implement
the programme outlined at Oxford in 1946 and now at Seelis-

berg in 1947.



Commission 2

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY IN SCHOOLS
AND UNIVERSITIES

Our recognition of post-war disillusionment on the part
of peoples everywhere, and especially on the part of those
who believed that victory would secure personal liberty,
economic opportunity and a democratic way of life, compels
us to face the growing problem of group tensions, and in
particular the increasingly serious menace of antisemitism, not
only to the Jewish community, but also to the fundamental
principles of the democratic way of life. Education is one of
the most powerful forces available to assist man in the solution
of his problems. Education, both intensive and extensive,
must be immediately employed, with all the skill and intelligent
resourcefulness possible, to combat antisemitism as well as the
divisiveness which separates man from man and group from
group.

We believe that in education and in the re-education of all
peoples and groups, and especially through the further develop-
ment of specific programmes and techniques for children and
youth, lies one of the vital avenues for recovery and progress.
This new approach emphasizes human values, and individual
rights, with their corresponding duties and responsibilities for
citizenship.

We hold that the acquisition of knowledge is not an end
in itself, but that it must be accompanied by the development
of attitudes favourable to the welfare of all men. Schools and
universities should be definite places in which the children,
youth and adults learn to respect and love their fellow men.
Such a programme of education, it is hoped, will be encour-
aged or established throughout Europe.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Set up working committees in each country, composed of
the representatives of such organizations as may exist locally,
for improving group relations and specifically for promoting
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appropriate education of teachers. Such groups in one form
or another already exist in Scandinavia, Austria and Switzer-
land. Similar groups should be set up in as many countries as
possible.  Particular attention should be given to the vital
task of securing the co-operation of the governments and local
authorities, in countries where education is directly under the
control of the State.

2. Form unions of students in all countries to study the
problems of group relations, and to make plans for action.
Use such organizations as already exist, and form co-ordinating
councils among them. The Executive Committee of the
International Council should invite existing organizations to
co-operate with its programme.

3. Steps should be taken to improve teacher training for
better human relations. The following avenues are suggested:

(a) Suggest to local governmental and clerical authorities,
the inclusion in their training programmes of psycho-

logical orientation of teachers to the problems of group
relations.

(b) Invite U.N.E.S.C.O. to send teams of workers to hold
sessions on these problems with educational groups in
various countries.

(c) Urge the authorities in charge of teacher and student
exchange projects, to select exchange-teachers who could
be given experience in areas where this kind of work is
being carried on.

(d) Promote exchange of literature in this field useful to
teachers.

4. Promote revision of existing teaching materials to eliminate
matters prejudicial to minority groups, and encourage the
development of new materials as needed. Also encourage the
exchange of materials between countries and groups before

they are printed, as is now the case in the Scandinavian
countries.
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5. Establish a centre for clearance and exchange of materials
and experiences. Encourage the distribution of professional
books among European countries, and in particular urge the
removal of those import quotas which at present make such
distribution virtually impossible. Approach U.N.E.S.C.O. to
distribute materials on group relations.

6. Invite U.N.E.S.C.O. to call the attention of educational
agencies with which it works, to the need for immediate
attention to the problem of antisemitism, and also to press for
the rescinding of the prohibition on the sending of books into
Occupied Countries.

The following principles should be observed in the development and
direction of educational programmes:

7. All educational programmes should stress the need for
beginning with small children. The work up to the present
tends to be limited to the secondary schools and universities.

8. The work in schools should be accompanied by work
with parents, so that the home can share and extend this
education. In accordance with the same principle, every
effort should be made to enlist the full co-operation of the
general youth organizations.

9. It should be stressed that it is not enough to give intel-
lectual information. Specific emphasis should be put on
emotional training, and development for attitudes. To this
end, the democratizing of school life is an essential medium.

10. This programme of education is also needed in countries
which have no immediate conflict in schools. Positive pro-
grammes of orientation in democratic citizenship are needed
everywhere and for everybody.

11. Educational programmes should include all minority
and majority groups, as well as Jews and Christians. In all
cases emphasis should include not only democratic rights and
privileges, but also the corresponding duties and responsibilities.

12



12. It is understood that any proposed programme should
be adapted to the needs of the particular country. Therefore
an analysis of the pressing needs of specific groups in each
country will be helpful.

Commission g

THE TASK OF THE CHURCHES

Moved by the sufferings of the Jewish people, the Third
Commission, in the course of a frank and cordial collaboration
between Jewish and Christian members, both Roman Catholic
and Protestant, were faced with the tragic fact that certain
theologically inexact conceptions and certain misleading pre-
sentations of the Gospel of Love, while essentially opposed to
the spirit of Christianity, contribute to the rise of antisemitism.

Having recognized this, the Christian members put forward
certain proposals with regard to the content and form of
Christian teaching, which should serve not only to combat
antisemitism, but also to promote good relations between
Jews and Christians.

These deal, among other points, with the need to emphasize
the close bonds which exist between Judaism and Christianity,
to present the Passion story in such a way as not to arouse
animosity against the Jew, and to eliminate from Christian
teaching and preaching the idea that the Jewish people are
under a curse.

On their side, the Jewish members of the Commission
declare that they will seek to avoid in Jewish teaching anything
which would prejudice good relations between Christians and
Jews. Jews and Christians alike pledge themselves to promote
mutual respect for what is sacred to each religion.
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Commission 3

THE TASK OF THE CHURCHES
Address to the Churches

We have recently witnessed an outburst of antisemitism
which has led to the persecution and extermination of millions
of Jews living in a Christian environment. In spite of the
catastrophe which has overtaken both the persecuted and the
persecutors, and which has revealed the extent of the Jewish
problem in all its alarming gravity and urgency, antisemitism
has lost none of its force, but threatens to extend to other
regions, to poison the minds of Christians and to involve
humanity more and more in a grave guilt with disastrous
consequences.

The Christian Churches have indeed always affirmed the
anti-Christian character of antisemitism, but it is shocking to
discover that two thousand years of preaching of the Gospel of
Love have not sufficed to prevent the manifestation among Chris-
tians, in various forms, of hatred and distrust towards the Jews.

This would have been impossible if all Christians had been
true to the teaching of Jesus Christ on the mercy of God and
love of one’s neighbour. But this faithfulness should also
involve clear-sighted willingness to avoid any presentation and
conception of the Christian message which would support
antisemitism under whatever form. We must recognize, un-
fortunately, that this vigilant willingness has often been lacking.

We therefore address ourselves to the Churches to draw their
attention to this alarming situation. We have the firm hope
that they will be concerned to show to their members how to
prevent any animosity towards the Jews which might arise
from false, inadequate, or mistaken presentations or concep-
tions of the teaching and preaching of the Christian doctrine,
and how on the other hand to promote brotherly love towards
the sorely-tried people of the old covenant.

Nothing would seem more calculated to contribute to this
happy result than the emphasizing of the following points:

1. Remember that One God speaks to us all through the
Old and the New Testaments.

£4;



ONFERENCE

|
‘

FULL C

THE



of

L NS

THE CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE
Left to right: Father Calliste Lopinot, O.F.M.; Mr. Neville Laski, K.C.; Dr. Pierre Visseur; Dr. Everett R.
Clinchy; Rev. R. C. Macanna; Dr. Willard E. Goslin; Rev. W. W. Simpson: Mr. A. G. Brotman



Abbé Journet Rev. Father de Menasce

Left to right: Father Calliste Lopinot, O.F.M.; Mr. A. G. Brotman; Mr. Neville
Laski, K.C.; Dr. Everett R. Clinchy



ON THE WAY TO WORK



2. Remember that Jesus was born of a Jewish mother of
the seed of David and the people of Israel, and that His ever-

lasting love and forgiveness embrace His own people and the
whole world.

3. Remember that the first disciples, the apostles, and the
first martyrs were Jews.

4. Remember that the fundamental commandment of
Christianity, to love God and one’s neighbour, proclaimed
already in the Old Testament and confirmed by Jesus, is
binding upon both Christians and Jews in all human relation-
ships, without any exception.

5. Avoid disparaging biblical or post-biblical Judaism with
the object of extolling Christianity.

6. Avoid using the word Fews in the exclusive sense of the
enemies of Jesus, and the words the enemies of JFesus to designate
the whole Jewish people.

7. Avoid presenting the Passion in such a way as to bring
the odium of the killing of Jesus upon Jews alone. In fact, it
was not all the Jews who demanded the death of Jesus. Itisnot
the Jews alone who are responsible, for the Cross which saves
us all reveals that it is for the sins of us all that Christ died.

Remind all Christian parents and teachers of the grave
responsibility which they assume, particularly when they
present the Passion story in a crude manner. By so doing they
run the risk of implanting an aversion in the conscious or sub-
conscious minds of their children or hearers, intentionally or
unintentionally. Psychologically speaking, in the case of simple
minds, moved by a passionate love and compassion for the
crucified Saviour, the horror which they feel quite naturally
towards the persecutors of Jesus will easily be turned into an
undiscriminating hatred of the Jews of all times, including
those of our own day.

8. Avoid referring to the scriptural curses, or the cry of a
raging mob: His blood be upon us and upon our children, without
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remembering that this cry should not count against the
infinitely more weighty words of our Lord: Father, forgive them,
Sor they know not what they do.

9. Avoid promoting the superstitious notion that the Jewish
people is reprobate, accursed, reserved for a destiny of suffering.

10. Avoid speaking of the Jews as if the first members of
the Church had not been Jews.

We make the following practical suggestions:

The introduction or development in school-instruction and
elsewhere, at each stage, of a more sympathetic and more
profound study of biblical and post-biblical history of the
Jewish people, as well as of the Jewish problem.

In particular the promotion of the spread of this knowledge
by publications adapted to all classes of Christian people.

To ensure the correction of anything in Christian publica-
tions and above all in educational handbooks which would be
in conflict with the above principles.

Our common endeavours are inspired by the spirit of the
words of St. Paul in Romans xi, 28-29:

They are beloved for the fathers’ sake. For the gifts and the calling
of God are without repentance.

Commission 4

WORK IN THE FIELD OF CIVIC AND
SOCIAL SERVICE

The task of the Commission is to confront antisemitism as a
lamentable contemporary social fact and to consider the steps
that religious people could take through voluntary and non-
Governmental social agencies, new and old, to allay its bitter-
ness, if not to eradicate it. The fact that in some countries
antisemitism is increasing, partly because of political conditions,
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only adds to the urgency of the call to both Jews and Christians
to personal service.

It is recognized that conditions and needs vary very much
from country to country, and that suggestions in general terms
are of little value until they are translated into new and creative
action by sympathetic persons familiar with the local facts.
But everywhere antisemitism means the tendency under strong
emotion towards personal and group separations and segre-
gations, with the consequence that fear, mistrust, and hostility
are deepened and embittered. The broad social requirement
is to bring separated communities together again in common
citizenship and neighbourliness.

(a) We think it the duty of religious leaders, Jew, Pro-
testant, Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic, to
combine in councils and committees, wherever anti-
semitism may appear, in order to draw Jews and non-
Jews together in friendly contact and common service.

(b) Responsible Christians and Jews have a duty to over-
come exclusiveness and unfriendliness in themselves, and
so to offer an example of mutual understanding and -
respect. To this end, where conditions are favourable,
joint conferences and even experiments in common
holidays and mixed clubs might well be encouraged.

(c) Joint service for other people, right and well worth
while for its own sake, would help to turn the minds of
both Jews and Christians away from undue concen-
tration on their own feelings, and to give new expression
to the principles of religious and social responsibility
that they hold in common. It would help to allay
prejudice by showing the general public that deep
religious conviction naturally expresses itself not in
antisocial behaviour but in care for the welfare of others.

(d) While recommending the formation of councils of
Christians and Jews, we hope that joint effort will not
stop there. It is important that Christians and Jews,
animated by the same concern as the councils, should
find means of serving together in other social and civic
bodies devoted to the common welfare.
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In certain countries there is a specially deep gulf
between Jew and Christian, complicated by political
considerations. In spite of the obstinate nature of the
problem we urge religious leaders in such countries to
make new efforts to overcome all difficulties and to
bring about social reconciliation.

Where separated groups exist, whether immigrant or
indigenous, tension is frequent between them and the
surrounding population. While long-term solutions are
slowly working themselves out, social effort should be
directed to study of the immediate problem, with
special regard to retraining in industry and agriculture.

Refugees are too often regarded simply as a burden
on the receiving country; but it is a social duty to lay
emphasis on the new cultural contributions and indus-
trial skills that strangers have often brought with them,
to the enrichment of their new countries.

The importance of the radio, the cinema and the press
in promoting or allaying racial hatred is widely recog-
nized. Clearly it is a duty of Christians and Jews in
association to watch all varieties of mass propaganda,

and to study means of guarding the public mind against
ill effect.

It should be the duty of councils of Christians and Jews
to prepare detailed programmes of action against anti-
semitism, and all race prejudice, and for the inculcation
of respect for human personality, and in particular to
consider the establishment of speakers’ bureaux, women’s
committees, youth clubs, parent-teacher groups and
means of invoking the local co-operation of the Churches,
and also to provide for the observance of brotherhood
weeks.

Finally, the Commission urges the establishment in
various countries of standing committees for social
and civic problems in connection with local councils of
Christians and Jews and with the proposed Inter-
national Council of Christians and Jews.
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Commission 5

RELATIONS WITH GOVERNMENTS

Preamble: This Commission, after discussion of its terms of
reference, as communicated to the Commission following the
meeting of the officers of all the Commissions, decided to deal
with its work under four specific heads:

Legislation, Restitution, Antisemitism in Occupied Terri-
tories, and Displaced Persons.

The following resolutions on these topics are recommended
for adoption by the Conference.

Resolution 1
LEGISLATION

This Conference wishes to see incorporated in the Con-
stitution of all countries both the fundamental principles of
the equality of all human beings without distinction of race or
creed and the prohibition and penalisation of all attempts to
incite or to provoke persecution or hatred of persons or groups
on grounds of race or creed.

In order to achieve a durable peace, in the attainment of
which the fight against antisemitism is an important element,
the Conference urges its members to do everything possible by
appropriate means to secure that their respective governments
shall:

(a) abolish all legislation still existing which conflicts with
the principle of equality of human beings;

(b) introduce and ensure the effective enactment of laws
making it a criminal offence to discriminate against
persons on account of race or creed or to incite to
violence, hatred or discrimination on the grounds
already stated.

The Conference, recognizing the principle of Human Rights
as God-given and one of the fundamental concepts of our
civilization accepted by the United Nations, urges the United
Nations nevertheless to make any violations of the principle of
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non-discrimination and incitement to hatred on grounds of
race and creed, offences equivalent to crimes against humanity
punishable as such under national and international law.

Resolution 2
RESTITUTION

The Conference views with concern the unsatisfactory
position arising from the failure, more than two years after
the end of Nazi rule, to restore or to make compensation for
property which was confiscated from Jews or of which Jews
were otherwise despoiled.

The Conference, recognizing that in this difficult matter
feelings of hostility between Jews and non-Jews are likely to
result as well from the lack of Governmental decisions as in
some instances they may from Governmental action, never-
theless urges that the problem of restitution should be brought
to a speedy solution in law and in effective execution in accord-
ance with the principles of justice and fairness and with a view
to undoing, at least in the material field, some of the wrongs
committed under the Nazi rule.

Resolution 3
ANTISEMITISM IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

This Conference draws the attention of the Allied Govern-
ments and of the military agencies in Occupied Countries to the
danger of growing antisemitism in territories under their control.

The Conferences urges the Allied Governments and their
agencies in Occupied Countries to impress upon the national
administrations of these countries the need for opposing
effectively any development towards antisemitism.

The Conference further recommends that the Allied Govern-
ments and their representatives in Occupied Territories
should immediately take such measures, for instance in the
field of information and education, as would help to protect
the occupying forces against any kind of antisemitic infection.

Resolution 4
DISPLACED PERSONS

This Conference draws attention to the disastrous effects
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of the present condition of Displaced Persons, particularly in
ex-enemy countries.

No civilized person would deny to those who years ago were
taken away from their homes against their will, the right
to relief and to recuperation and the right to build up their
own lives afresh.

But owing to international conditions which do not come
into the province of this Conference, the right to build up their
lives afresh has been withheld from thousands of them for
years. They cannot go to the countries where they want to
live. The doors of Palestine are in effect closed to them.

The prolonged period of unsettlement of thousands of
Jewish D.Ps. particularly in Germany and Austria, produces
frictions which in their turn act as a new cause of anti-
semitism.  Accommodation badly needed for permanent
inhabitants has to be allotted to D.Ps. and the special care
which has to be granted to D.Ps. acts as a cause of irritation.

Under these conditions this Conference feels that:

(a) The D.P. problem should be liquidated as speedily as
possible by international and national arrangements
which would enable D.Ps. to settle wherever they wish
and to build up their future lives in accordance with
their own inclinations;

(b) until then all possible efforts should be made by
those in control of countries in which D.Ps. dwell, to
create, through information and education and by im-
mediate and effective action against any kind of anti-
semitic propaganda, a spirit of mutual understanding
which would make for tolerance and act against a
return of religious and racial hatred.
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RESOLUTIONS

Y. Proposed International Council of Christians and Fews

This Conference of Christians and Jews assembled at
Seelisburg to discuss the problem of antisemitism in Europe

1. Welcomes the preliminary steps taken by the Inter-
national Conference of Christians and Jews held at
Oxford in August, 1946, to set up an International
Council of Christians and Jews for the purpose of
establishing co-operation between Christians and Jews,
on the basis of mutual respect for differences of faith
and practice, in education for racial and religious under-
standing and in the furtherance of their common
responsibilities in civic and community service.

2. Urges upon the Continuation Committee appointed by
the International Conference at Oxford to proceed with
the utmost dispatch with the necessary arrangements
for the setting up of the International Council, so that
immediate effect may be given through that body to the
recommendations of this Conference on antisemitism.

2. On Representation to the United Nations’ Commission
on Human Rights

The Conference taking note that a meeting of the United
Nations’ Commission on Human Rights will shortly be held in
Geneva resolves that

A record of the proceedings of this Conference should
be communicated to the United Nations’ Commission
on Human Rights, and that a representative of the
Conference be authorized to maintain contact with the
Commission in relation to the appropriate resolution of
the Conference, with a view to supporting the universal
establishment and guarantee of fundamental Human
Rights, the elimination of discrimination on grounds of
race or religion, and the equality of all men and women
before the law.
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